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ANONYMOUS SUBMISSION 

 

As I was preparing to write this submission, I received a call from the local Social 
Work department with a request to deliver a food and toiletries parcel for a lady who 
has just been discharged from hospital.  She has no food so I ensured that she was 
given plenty supplies from our Church’s store cupboard.  I did not meet her so I have 
no idea if she is old, young, black, white, gay or straight; all I did was respond to a 
need without prejudice.  However, I feel it is quite ironic that the state will accept 
hand outs from Churches (consider the number of Church run food banks that are 
opening all over the country!) but it appears that people of faith are to be forbidden to 
express their views openly on the redefinition of marriage.  

I am sure that politicians of all persuasions regard their policies as sacrosanct.   
Listening to debates from both parliaments leaves one in no doubt that you do not 
readily embrace views of other parties and consider this freedom of thought and 
speech to be your right.  As Christians, what we believe is very precious to us.  This 
includes the belief that marriage is the union between a man and a woman. Is our 
freedom of thought and speech going to be denied and are we in danger of litigation 
if we express our views?  

The case of Rev Brian Ross, who was removed from his post as a police chaplain in 
Strathclyde because of his personal beliefs about marriage, proves that, even before 
your committee has discussed Stage 1 of the Bill, sanctions are already in place.  
How hypocritical and undemocratic! 

Chambers dictionary definition states that: ‘marriage is the ceremony, act, or contract 
by which a man and woman become husband and wife; the union of a man and 
woman as husband and wife.’ Statistics prove that children brought up in families 
with fathers and mothers are more secure and successful.  While I appreciate that 
bereavement and divorce can alter this situation and many single parents provide 
stable homes, the ideal is undoubtedly a unit where there are both male and female 
nurturers. Same sex couples cannot provide this necessary balance nor can they 
procreate naturally. 

Rights are obviously not an issue as all the rights of marriage are already available 
through civil partnerships. Politicians’ attempts to reassure Church leaders, teachers, 
social workers, parents, grandparents and individuals that they will not face legal 
action if they express a different view, do not reassure me and I feel these are empty 
promises.   Why are our leaders deliberately allowing a law that will discriminate with 
such militancy against one group in order to favour another?  

What about the local florist.  Will she be forced to provide the flowers for a same sex 
‘marriage’ against her beliefs? Will the local photographer be taken to court if he 
declines to take pictures of a civil partnership? Already in England, a gay couple are 
preparing to sue a Church which does not agree with this type of ceremony. Are 
gays going to use Churches, Christian businesses and the ordinary Christian worker 
as milch cows? 



Unfortunately, this whole issue makes one cynical. 

After I finish this letter, I will be working on a reapplication for Fairtrade Status which 
has to be completed by 13th September.  Later today, I hope to write up the minute of 
a meeting which was held last night concerning bringing Street Pastors to our town.  
In the evening, I will be attending a committee meeting of another local group. This is 
how I choose to spend my retirement – like so many other people of faith quietly 
helping the less fortunate and trying to improve our area. Yet, in spite of being 
involved in all these Community activities, I am to be gagged because of my views 
on redefining marriage unless watertight protection is enshrined in law.   

 

Please remember as you consider this document, that gay marriage is only one 
aspect of life involving a small percentage of the population, yet it is pervading 
through each and every part of society. Freedom of speech must be protected in a 
fair and democratic country. I would hope that the Committee will be balanced and 
unbiased. Remember that as politicians, you are elected to represent the whole 
population. 

21 August 2013 


